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Course description

This course introduces the field and practice of Educational Gerontology (EG) in various
societies and with particular focus on trends in the European Union and selected country
cases in the Global South. It covers aspects of EG, as interpretations of older age; concepts,
as active aging, history and characteristics of active aging; trends, as the changing place and
role of the elderly in society, elderly in the EU and Hungary; and pedagogical practices of
EG. Students are expected to develop the following general and specific knowledge, ability,
attitude, and practices outlined below by the end of this course.

a) Knowledge

Knows the sociological criteria of the nationalities and groups with special needs,
and the possibilities of planning social pedagogical intervention.

Knows the professional knowledge necessary for quality assurance, and for the
management of child-, family, youth- and social services.

Knows the essential contexts and major trends of social sciences closely related to
social pedagogy.

b) Ability

Able to design and implement disadvantage treatment, specific social pedagogical
and educational development strategies.

Able to explore and process Hungarian and international literature, and able to
apply practical conclusions drawn from own professional work.

Able to communicate effectively in interpersonal relationships; and
interdisciplinary and interprofessional cooperation with partners within and
outside the institution.

c) Attitude

S/he possesses a multidisciplinary approach to own field of expertise, developed
professional identity and professionalism.

S/he has professional self-confidence, proper self-esteem, represents own
professional ideas, and formulates professional critisism on a constructive basis.



S/he supports the theory and practice of sustainable development, which is taken
into account in the realization of his professional ideas.

e In her/his professional and public activity committed to improve social equality,
refuses all sorts of prejudices and discrimination.

d) Autonomy and responsibility

e S/he takes part independently and responsibly in the modernization of the social
welfare system by keeping in mind the principles of social equality.

e S/he is personally responsible for enforcing professional and ethical principles in
his work and with his fellow workers, and for the security and privacy of his
clients and research persons.

List of topics

Week 1: (February 12 ) Introduction, the aim and requirements of the course
e Mapping course expectations with students

Week 2(February19) Education and learning for the elderly
e Issues in learning and ageing

e Opportunities for learning and education

Assigned reading: Boulton-Lewis, G. M. (2010). Education and Learning for the Elderly:
Why, How, What. Educational Gerontology, 36 (3), 213-228.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/03601270903182877

Week 3 (February 26.) Educational Gerontology
e Definition and features

e Reflective response activity on the features of Gerontology education

Assigned reading: Formosa, M. (2021). Educational Gerontology. In D. Gu & M.E. Dupre
(Eds.). Encyclopedia of Gerontology and population aging (pp.1564-1570). Springer.

Week 4: (March 5) Educational Gerontology
e Theoretical underpinnings

e Links to Andragogy education?

Assigned reading: Formosa, M. (2021). Educational Gerontology. In D. Gu & M.E. Dupre
(Eds.). Encyclopedia of Gerontology and population aging (pp.1564-1570). Springer.

Week 5 (March 12) Active Ageing

e Concept and rationale



e A Life Course Approach to Active Ageing
e Policies and programs
Assigned readings:

Lee, P., Lan, W. & Yen, T. (2011) Aging Successfully: A Four-Factor Model, Educational
Gerontology, 37 (3), 210-227. http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/03601277.2010.487759

World Health Organization. (2002). Active ageing : a policy framework. World Health
Organization. https://iris.who.int/handle/10665/67215

Week 6: (March 19) Innovative pedagogy in GE (1)

e Perceptions of aging, older adults, and future older selves

e Developing gerontological interest among students: pedagogical approaches
Assigned readings:

Chonody, J. M.(2015). Addressing Ageism in Students: A Systematic Review of the
Pedagogical Intervention Literature. Educational Gerontology, 0, 1-29.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/03601277.2015.1059139

Ekwonye, A. U., Malek, A., Farah, I., Nguyen, S., Chonyi, T., Ponce-Diaz, V. & Hearst, M.
(2023). “Aging is beautiful and graceful:” exploring college students’ perceptions of aging,
older adults, and future older selves. Educational Gerontology, 49 (9), 803-816, DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1080/03601277.2022.2164642

Week 7(March 26) Innovative pedagogy in GE (2)
Reflective discussions:
o Students’ experiences

e Relevant video and/or podcast (TBA)

Week 8:((Aril 2) Geronto Education
Gerontology in Adult Education
e History of Gerontology.

e Principles of Educational Gerontology


https://iris.who.int/handle/10665/67215
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/03601277.2015.1059139
https://doi.org/10.1080/03601277.2022.2164642

Week 9.:(April 9) Geronto Education
e . Learning in the 21st Century
o Lifelong Learning in the later life/Formal, Informal, Nonformal education
e What are the benefits of later life learning?
Week 10(April 16.) Geronto Education
e Prejudices about old age
e What do youngsters think about older people?
e Basic principles of old people’s learning.
Week 11: (April 30) Geronto Education
o Older people situation in Europe
o Case studies.China, Nigeria, Ghana.
o How the government consider for the older people
Week 12:((May.7) Geronto Education
o Older people situation in Hungary
o The economical benefits of older people
e What are the benefits of later life learning? What are the trends in 2050
Week 13(May 14.): Student Presentations
e Presentation of individual or group research projects.

o Peer feedback and discussion.

Requirements

In line with the expected knowledge, skills, attitudes outlined for this course, the following
requirements are suggested and will be used as assessments that will count into the students’
marks.

Group/pair Essay: Country case studies, possible research, and presentations

From the outset, groups or pairs the students will formed for the purpose of planning and
undertaking this task. Groups/pairs will be formed on voluntary basis and/or with the
guidance of the lecturer. Students are then be encouraged to reflect on the issues and trends of
GE in selected countries, preferably the countries where the students come from or are most
familiar with. Students could also select a country case of their preference. Using the readings
suggested for this course and further material search, students will be required to compose an
essay of not more than 10 pages discussing issues, trends, practices, and experiences of GE of



selected countries. The groups of students will also be required to present their essay by the
end of the semester.

Alternatively, students could also conduct a short survey or employ variety and creative
qualitative methods, e.g., photovoice method (see Ekwonye et al., 2023), to uncover peer
students understanding and/or attitude towards ageing and learning. This study initiative is
encouraged to be done in groups or pairs. The lecturer could support in the conduct of such a
small-scale research.

Learning diary

Students will be required to submit a reflective diary of their reflective notes on the course,
readings, session proceedings, interactions, etc on a minimum of 6 class sessions. The
guidelines for writing the learning diary is communicated in a separate document.

Peer assessment

Students are required to review at least one peer’s learning diary submitted as a single PDF
file in a random and anonymous manner. The guidelines for peer assessment is
communicated in a separate document.
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